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18.2: Water is needed in all aspects of life. The general objective is to make certain that adequate 
supplies of water of good quality are maintained for the entire population of this planet, 
while preserving the hydrological, biological and chemical functions of ecosystems, adapting 
human activities within the capacity limits of nature and combating vectors of water-related 
diseases. Innovative technologies, including the improvement of indigenous technologies, are 
needed to fully utilize limited water resources and to safeguard those resources against pollution.
18.7: The overall objective is to satisfy the freshwater needs of all countries for their 
sustainable development.
18.8: Integrated water resources management is based on the perception of water as an 
integral part of the ecosystem, a natural resource and a social and economic good, whose 
quantity and quality determine the nature of its utilization. To this end, water resources 
have to be protected, taking into account the functioning of aquatic ecosystems and the 
perenniality of the resource, in order to satisfy and reconcile needs for water in human 
activities. In developing and using water resources, priority has to be given to the satisfaction of 
basic needs and the safeguarding of ecosystems. Beyond these requirements, however, water users 
should be charged appropriately.
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